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PREF A :E 

By 
Sri Boorgula Ramakrishna Rao Gtru, M, p. 

(Ex-Governor, Kerala and Uttara Pradesh) 

I am grateful to Shri Atinakuri GovindacharyuluGuru, 
for having done me the honour of asking me to write a pre- 
face to his Telugu Kavya "Govinda Ramayanamu". He is one 
of the stalwarts of freedom fighters who worked in close 
association with leaders like the late Pattabhi Sitharamayya, 
the late Andhia Kesari Prakasham Pantulu of Andhra Pradesh. 
He had the benefit of close association also with Bapuji and 
all other Indian leaders and courted imprisonment several 
times. After independence, however, he has more or less 
devoted himself to the pursuit of literary activities for which 
he had a flair even from his boyhood. His up-bringing in a 
family which was famous for its learning and culture and hi s 
adherence to the principles of Shri Vaishnava sect of Shr* 
Ramanuja, naturally nurtured in him deep feelings of devotion 
to God and a philosophy of renunciation at the feet of the 
Almighty. 

The treatment of the story of Ramayana by this author 
differs from many others, in the main religious outlook which 
characterises the work. While Shri Rama, is depicted as a 
man-God or a God-man, he always forgets his Divinity. He 
has to be reminded of it, so also his mother Kausalya, his 
brothers Lakshmana and Bharata, and above all his divine 
consort, Seeta. All of them forget that Shri Rama is Divine, 
They pour out their natural human love on him and have to 
be reminded, whenever occasion demands that Shri Rama is 
not only a son, a brother, and a husband to them, respecti- 
vely, but is God incarnate himself and that he has a purpose 
behind this human life. When they are reminded of this fact 
they all become devotees and forget their personal relation 

ships. They fall at his feet and pray to him as to God, They 
place themselves at his feet in complete renuncsation, and 
become "Prapannas" i. e. those who have adopted "Prapatti". 
This is the main difference m outlook which characterises the 
work of the present author. He follows the style of the fam- 
ous Bhakta poet Pothana in many places. His work is not a 
translation nor does he closely follow the narrative of Valmiki. 



All over there are beautiful stanzas, expressing senti- 
ments of sincere and heartfelt devotion towards Rama, cou- 
ched in sweet language, containing many appropriate examples 
of Telugu idioms. The ityle is flowing and natural and now- 
here, has any attempt been made to embellish artificially, the 
language, at the cost of simplicity and naturalness, I 
commend this work to Telugu readers. 



Barkatpura, ^ 
Hyderabad. j- 
15-6-1963. J 



B. Ramakrishna Rao. 
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